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Introduction 
 
The Virginia Dental Journal  is published quarterly by the Virginia Dental Association.  Over 4,300 
copies are distributed to members and other subscribers.  In addition, the Journal is available to 
members online at www.vadental.org.  Contents include scientific articles, abstracts, news, 
proceedings of boards and committees, and editorials.   
 
Editor’s Policy 
 
Previously published manuscripts and manuscripts under consideration at other journals will not 
be accepted, except at the discretion of the editor.  Opinions and statements of fact are the sole 
responsibility of the author, and not the editor or staff of the Journal.  Manuscripts may be 
submitted to one or more editorial reviewers prior to publication.  The identity of authors will be 
disclosed to reviewers when manuscripts are considered for publication.  Reviewers will remain 
anonymous to authors, except upon written request of the reviewer.   
 
Manuscript Submission 
 
Original manuscripts of 1000 to 2500 words, or no more that five pages, will be considered for 
publication.  This does not include space required for abstracts, illustrations, and references. An 
abstract of 75-100 words must be included.  Text is subject to editing for grammar, spelling, style, 
and space limitations. The author’s name, title, degrees awarded, address, phone number, and e-
mail address must be included.  Authors are encouraged to consult references such as the 
fifteenth edition of The Chicago Manual of Style  (Chicago,  University of Chicago Press, 2003) to 
assist in preparation of text and references.  All manuscripts must be in Microsoft Word format, 
and be submitted by e-mail to jacobs@vadental.org.  Authors are strongly encouraged to include 
only illustrations in digital format, such as JPEGs/PDF.  Prints and slides will be considered, but 
conversion to another format may preclude their use. The top of all illustrations must be clearly 
indicated, and each should be numbered and referenced in the text.    
 
References 
 
All references must be numbered and keyed to the text.  Authors must supply the following:  
name of author(s), title, name of periodical, volume, number, page numbers, and date.  More than 
three authors should be followed by et al.  Books referenced should include author, title, name of 
publisher and location.  Personal communications are acceptable only if a signed and dated copy 
is made available to the Journal.    
 
Copyrights and Disclosures 
 
The Virginia Dental Association will retain copyright ownership for all manuscripts accepted for 
publication.  The author(s) agree to forgo copyrights and ownership of such manuscripts.  The 
Journal reserves the right to edit both the title and the text of manuscripts accepted.  Authors 
must disclose any financial considerations, professional interests, or organizational affiliations 
that may influence content of the manuscript or the opinion of the author.  Every attempt will be 
made to notify authors of manuscript acceptance prior to publication.  Illustrations and other 
documents submitted for consideration cannot be returned; it is the responsibility of the author to 
retain copies prior to submission.  Please allow up to twelve months after receipt for editorial 
review.   


